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Did she genuinely mean that?
It is possible she has been misquoted. She will certainly claim she has. But at a recent
function at Jharkhand, Speaker of the Lok Sabha Sumitra Mahajan said: “Can India
progress only if it follows a continued policy of reservation and quota?” She said she
was not opposed to reservations but it was worth thinking about. According to the
Speaker, B R Ambedkar had spoken of giving reservations only for 10 years so that via
affirmative action, the socially backward could stand on their own feet. At the same
public function, Mahajan said every Indian should think about how to take Indian soci-
ety and civilisation ahead. But everyone needed to introspect about how Indians were
doing this. Mahajan is elected from Madhya Pradesh where there is a strong movement
for the rights of the upper castes and a demand that the government protect the enti-
tlements of upper castes as well.

Missing local element
Bharatiya Janata Party is conducting a massive survey to assess the standing of current
Members of Parliament and the basis on which the party should award its nomination.
For this purpose, a team of 40 retired officials from Gujarat has fanned out in Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra. The survey includes a form where the
opinions of 1,000 people, along with mobile phone numbers of 200 people contacted will
be included (just to ensure no fudging). The team is also assessing issues that people believe
are most crucial. The local party system is secondary at the moment as the work is being
carried by the central committee under instructions from party president Amit Shah.

Pakistan desires a relationship with India based on sov-
ereign equality and mutual respect. We seek resolution
of disputes through a serious and comprehensive dia-

logue that covers all issues of concern. We were to meet on the
sidelines of this UNGA Session to talk about all issues with
India — India called off dialogue the third time for the Modi
Government — each time on flimsy grounds. They preferred
politics over peace. They used the pretext of stamps issued
months ago, of a Kashmiri activist and depicting grave human
rights violations, including pellet gun victims, as an excuse to
back out from the talks.

Dialogue is the only way to address long standing issues that
have long bedeviled South Asia, and prevented the region
from realizing its true potential.

The unresolved Jammu and Kashmir dispute hinders the
realization of the goal of durable peace between our two coun-
tries. For over seventy years now, it has remained on the agen-
da of the UN Security Council and a blot on the conscience of
humanity. For seventy years the people of occupied Jammu &
Kashmir have struggled for their rights of self-determination in
the face of overwhelming oppression and gross violations of
their fundamental human rights by the Indian occupation
forces. There can be no lasting peace in South Asia without a just
settlement of the Kashmir dispute based on the UN Security
Council resolutions and the will of the Kashmiri people.

Pakistan welcomes the recently released report by the Office
of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. The report
rightly lifts the veil from decades of obfuscation and chronicles
the massive ongoing violations of human rights in Indian
Occupied Kashmir. It vindicates our position. 

Pakistan endorses the UN Report and calls for early institu-
tion of a Commission of Inquiry under UN auspices to investi-
gate and fix responsibility. We will welcome the Commission to
Azad Jammu & Kashmir, and hope that India too, will do the
same. To divert the world's attention from its brutalities, India
frequently violates the ceasefire along the Line of Control in
Kashmir. Despite numerous violations Pakistan has acted with
restraint. But if India does venture across the LOC, or acts
upon its doctrine of "limited" war against Pakistan, it will
evoke a strong and matching response.

Strategic stability in our region has been and continues to
be undermined. This is evident in different ways-by intro-
duction of destabilising weapon systems, pursuit of discrimi-
natory approaches by certain states to supply advanced mili-
tary hardware and sensitive technologies, and adoption of
offensive force postures and doctrines, that imagine conflict
beneath a nuclear threshold.

Under the circumstances, Pakistan has no option but to
maintain a minimum credible deterrence. We have been advo-
cating for many years now, a Strategic Restraint Regime for
South Asia. Pakistan is ready to engage with India for mean-
ingful confidence building, risk reduction and avoidance of
arms race. Let me also reiterate Pakistan's continued support
for strengthening of regional organizations as a platform for
poverty alleviation and socio-economic uplift. The regional
body for South Asia, SAARC has been rendered in effective due
to the intransigence of one country. We remain fully commit-
ted to a functioning SAARC that can improve the lives of the
people of the region.

Afghanistan and together with it, Pakistan, has suffered
heavily at the hands of global power play, strategic miscalcu-
lations and cognitive dissonance.

That there is no military solution to the war in Afghanistan
is now a foregone conclusion. It is time to act upon that con-
clusion. A negotiated settlement has assumed urgency in the
face of the worrisome and growing presence of Daesh in
Afghanistan. Pakistan will continue to lend its support to an
Afghan owned and Afghan led process of peace and reconcil-
iation. On the bilateral plane, our two countries have opera-
tionalized the Afghanistan-Pakistan Action Plan for Peace and
Solidarity. It lays down the blueprint for extensive engage-
ments in all areas of common interests.

Pakistan has hosted the longest protracted refugee presence
of modern times. Our role and sacrifices can perhaps be bet-
ter appreciated when juxtaposed against the rising tide of anti-
immigrant sentiments in nations, more resourceful and devel-
oped than ours, that have faced the brunt of fewer immigrants,
over a shorter timescale.

Because of this protracted situation, Afghanistan's securi-
ty has a direct spill over impact on our own security and sta-
bility. We look forward to the safe, dignified and voluntary
return of Afghan refugees to their homeland.

For the past seventeen years, Pakistan at great cost of life
and resources, has been combating the fires of terrorism and
extremism. By the determined operations of our armed forces,
and the full support of our people, Pakistan has turned the tide
against terrorism. With the deployment of 200,000 troops,
Pakistan has conducted the largest and most effective count-
er terrorism campaign in the world.

Pakistan continues to face terrorism that is financed, facil-
itated and orchestrated by our eastern neighbour. We wanted
to sit with India to discuss all issues, including terrorism, that
have created violence in our cities and towns, and have led to
tens of thousands of casualties of innocent Pakistanis. Pakistan
shall never forget the mass murder of more than 150 children
in a Peshawar School, the terrible Mastung attack and many
others that have links with terrorists supported by India. 

It is also a matter of concern of the international communi-
ty that India has sponsored terrorism and aggression against all
its neigbours. The strongest antidote to the poison of terrorism
is development that yields dividends. The vision of Belt and
Road is a path-breaking initiative by a world leader of great
sagacity and foresight to create a community of common destiny.

Edited excerpts from a statement by Pakistan Foreign Minister
Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi at the UN General Assembly in
New York on September 29

Dialogue is the
only way for long
standing issues

DID THEY REALLY SAY THAT?

OPINION
SHAH MAHMOOD QURESHI

"We are accused of sabotaging the process of
talks. This is a complete lie. We believe that
talks are the only rational means to resolve the
most complex of disputes. Talks with Pakistan
have begun many times. If they stopped, it was
only because of Pakistan’s behaviour."
External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj at the UN General
Assembly, September 30, New York
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What is your assessment of the recent
farmers’ protest by the Naresh Tikait-led
Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU) and the
Narendra Modi government’s response?
We should look at the protest in the context of the
widespread farmers’ upsurge that we have seen
all over the country in the last year and a half, to
be precise beginning in Maharashtra on June 1,
2017, followed by Mandsaur in Madhya Pradesh.
Since then we have seen a series of protests,
under different banners. Occasionally some big
banners like the All India Kisan Sangharsh
Coordination Committee (AIKSSC), have also
emerged. We saw protest by the AIKSSC (which
comprises nearly 190-farmer outfits) last
November, kisan bandh, gaon bandh call in June
this year, this particular BKU march and the pro-
posed AIKSSC protest on November 30.

What unites these apparently diverse organ-
isations in protests is the disquiet with the exist-
ing regime — the current regime is anti-farmer;
and the two demands that every single farmers’
protest has asked for. These two are — firstly,
remunerative price defined as input plus 50 per
cent as the statutory right of the farmer and sec-

ondly, a one-time farm loan waiver. So interest-
ingly in this protest march last week, these were
the top two demands farmers raised. They are
not part of the AIKSSC banner and the organi-
sation that is seen to be somewhat close to the
current regime, even they were constrained to
raise these issues.

But I am not sure what the farmers’ march
achieved. The BKU, led by Naresh Tikait, is an
influential caste-based farmer organisation. It
led a fairly peaceful and large demonstration
and I thought the decision to prevent them
from entering Delhi was completely unjust.
Their charter of demands had almost no
demand which was outlandish. The BKU, of
late, has been seen to be close to the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). I thought the BJP would
wish to make some concessions to shore up its
own image, but finally when I saw what the
government has apparently conceded, I must
say I was disappointed. I am not sure what has
been gained on two critical issues of remuner-
ative prices and loan waiver. There is not a
word on income guarantee for farmers. On old
diesel tractors being phased out, the govern-

ment simply said it will appeal to the National
Green Tribunal. You don’t walk 300 kms from
Haridwar to Noida for a ride to the Kisan Ghat.
I am not sure, unless something I have missed,
or was unspoken or unwritten. I don’t know
what was achieved for the farmers of India.

You said the Modi government is anti-
farmer. But some might argue that it has
been proactive in announcing several
schemes to improve  the farmers,
including increasing the minimum
support price (MSP).
One thing that the government has been very
proactive about is publicity. If farmers’ prosper-
ity could be measured by words that the govern-
ment of India offers them, then the Modi gov-
ernment would have definitely made the farmers
more prosperous. But if you measure it by actu-
al action and budgetary allocation and actual
money spent, then there is actually nothing on
the ground.

The problem is the govern-
ment speaks so much about
MSP that it has led ordinary
people to believe that it must
have done something nice on
MSP. In reality, all the three
claims on increasing MSP
(including in the Budget and
most recently after the farmers
march) made by this govern-
ment are factually false. The government said
it had fulfilled their electoral promise, which it
has not, because the promise was to provide
farmers income based on the Swaminathan
Commission recommendations, that is input
cost plus 50 per cent. However, what the gov-
ernment has done is announced partial cost,
called A2+FL in technical terms, plus 50 per
cent. The government has claimed it to be a
historic increase, which is patently false. The
highest rise, which naturally happens in pre-
election years, was in 2008-09 and not 2018-19.
If you look at the entire five-year tenures, the
UPA-I saw the highest, while that during UPA-
II was the lower and the current NDA’s is much
lower than both of them.

The third claim was they have given a big
bonanza to farmers, that is currently being
tested because the important thing is not what
you declare as MSP, but what the farmers get.
We are in the first week of procurement and a
recent analysis (by Harish Damodaran in The
Indian Express) showed every commodity,
except cotton, farmers were getting price
much below MSP and the government pro-
curement has failed in two of three crops that
have arrived — moong, urad, soybean and now
bajra. In all of these, with some exceptions, the
government is simply not procuring. MSP is
purely on paper. All the claims of the govern-
ment with regard to MSP are false. What is
different about this government is the scale
and amplification of propaganda which is
extraordinary I must say.

But do you think any government has the
wherewithal to procure on MSP?
Secondly, how do loan waivers help?
I have increasingly come to think that there is a
limit to state intervention in the market.

Frankly, I do not think the government can pro-
cure all the 24 crops for which MSP has been
declared and handle it in any intelligent way. So,
we have to think of ways. I have looked very
closely at the Telangana experiment under the
Rythu Bandhu scheme, that encompasses
direct income support. So, unlike many friends
in the farmers’ movement, I am open to income
support rather than price support. But in the
short term, price support is the only way and
this is the promise the BJP made in their elec-
tion manifesto. That is what it should begin
with but gradually think of transitioning to
direct income support.

On loan waiver, frankly it is not a solution
by itself, and if done frequently can hit rural
banking and damage those very farmers for
whom these are demanded. We are demand-
ing farm loan waiver as a one-time waiver to be
done to supplement the income support that
we want. If you waive someone’s loan without

giving him income support,
the farmer will be back after
two years demanding another
loan waiver. To my mind, a
loan waiver is a necessary
component at this stage of a
package of which central com-
ponent is income support.
Today, if you give farmers such
an income support, they won’t
be able to utilise it as it would

go into debt servicing. So, it is only a one-time
solution. The reason why a one-time solution
is required because farmers have simply no
capacity to pay. The reason they don’t have the
capacity is not because of their own lethargy,
or their own mistakes but because of a sys-
tematic policy bias that has kept price of farm
produce suppressed for almost five decades. In
any sector of the economy, if you are in a debt
trap for reasons that are not of your making,
the economy should step in to rescue you.
This happens for the industry, for the corpo-
rate sector and the same logic must apply to
farmers. But I must reiterate I am against the
culture of repeated loan waivers. 

Farmers, it is said, are too divided to vote
as a bloc. What is your assessment of the
influence, if any, these farm protests
would have on the upcoming Assembly
and the Lok Sabha elections?
In the last one and a half years, if you look at
several struggles — in Maharashtra, the
Nashik to Mumbai march, milk agitation; sev-
eral agitations in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
rise of farmer polticians, gherao in Punjab by
farmers, struggle in Chhattisgarh, ongoing
agitations by Karnataka farmers — this is an
unprecedented phase in the history of the
farmers’ movements. Something like this
packed in such a short time has not been wit-
nessed since the late 1980s. I think what the
cumulative impact of all this is that the current
government is acquiring the reputation  of
being an anti-farmer government. In this
country, if any government acquires one of
these images — anti-farmer, or anti-poor or
corrupt — the government doesn’t survive.
The Modi government is fast acquiring that
anti-farmer image, that is why it is nervous.

‘You’ll lose if you
are anti-farmer’

Swaraj Abhiyan president YYooggeennddrraa  YYaaddaavv is a strident voice for farmers’ cause. In an interview to AArrcchhiiss
MMoohhaann,,  he speaks about the outcome of the recent farmers’ protest in Delhi, how the ruling government
is “anti-farmer” and feels repeated loan waivers are not good for the farmers Edited excerpts: 

With a keen focus on under-resourced government educational institutions, Medha is bringing its career
service model to the youth after school, writes SSnneehhaa  BBhhaattttaacchhaarrjjeeee

Preparing for the future

Working in the micro-finance world
with a young population, hiring them
for varied roles, and getting inspired

by their journey in the organisation, two peo-
ple from two different parts of the world never
imagined that they would take the learning
from there to build something of their own.
Byomkesh Mishra and Chistopher Turillo set
up Medha in 2011 to prepare the youth for life
after schools by providing them 21st-century
skills training, career counselling and work-
place exposure, and ongoing job placement
and alumni support to students at their exist-
ing educational institution. 

Focusing currently on
Jharkhand, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Punjab, Haryana and
Madhya Pradesh, Turillo and
Mishra realised that there wasn’t
anyone working directly with the
education system especially in this
geography. “We try to work with the
system and build their capacity to
work with the students,” says
Turillo, who is the co-founder of the
organisation. 

Medha works on three modules
— life skills, digital literacy and career advance-
ment. They tie up with students from govern-
ment institutions, IT institutes, and colleges
across the smaller towns and cities of the north-
ern belt where they are present at the moment.
Through the modules, the education is impart-
ed to the students with the help of faculty with-
in the institution. “What we focus on is making
the students confident, help them in effective
communication skills, professional skills and

build their digital literacy,” Turillo adds. With
the aim to provide students basic employabil-
ity skills, the organisation helps students avail
of on-the-job training and gain confidence to
face the competitive world. 

But it is not that the organisation does all
this without taking into consideration the aspi-
rations of the students. It is very important
that the students like the job they are in, feels
Turillo, hence Medha believes in each student’s
talents and helps them identify and nurture it.
The country is at the epicentre of a global
employability crisis. In the next 20 years, over
300 million people are expected to join the

workforce. However, less than 20 per
cent have the knowledge, expertise
and skills to make the cut in today’s
workforce. 

It is these gaps that the organi-
sation is trying to fill with its pro-
gramme. The organisation consid-
ers alumni networking a very
important aspect of its functioning.
“Unless we track the progress of our
students, we will not be able to guide
them the right way. We have a team
especially for keeping in touch with

the network so that they find us whenever
they are in the midst of career crisis and dis-
cuss what decision should they take,” says
Turillo. Precisely why Medha has been able to
improve the employment, employability and
skills of 90 per cent of their students.

That there have been challenges, they are
very typical of the geography that they work for,
feels Turillo. “The basic questions are whether
there are enough jobs and if they match the aspi-

rations of the students is quite common. Not to
forget funding alternatives,” he adds. Further, to
work with government institutions is no doddle.
There have been times when the organisation
has not been able to meet the respective faculty
because “there was no one working as faculty
there”. But Turillo is happy that despite the chal-
lenges, about 70 per cent of the women have
been brought into the educational institutes
here. Take the case of Raginee from Varanasi,
who has never felt as confident before as she
feels now after having learnt communication
team management skills at Medha. “Now I don’t
need to be asked to speak up, just pass me the
mic and I will be on a roll,”she says. 

With the aim to reach over 40,000 stu-
dents in the next three years, Medha is
expanding to eight states with a focus on the
north and northeast. The last five years have
seen the organisation grow at over 300 per
cent, making a difference to the life of stu-
dents in 55 educational institutions. The
organisation is supported by leading global
foundations and corporations like the Michael
& Susan Dell Foundation, Citigroup, and
Accenture; and has received numerous
awards and recognition for its work, including
the Echoing Green Global Fellowship, the
Dasra Girl Power Award, and the Sitaram Rao
Livelihoods Asia Award.

2017: Angered that their tomato crop was selling
at only 50 paise a kg after demonetisation
(traders did not have the cash to buy the crop),
farmers in Chhattisgarh's Raigarh district spread
their tomatoes on the road and made trucks
crush them. 

 2017: An acute shortage of water, the delayed
effects of demonetization and other sundry woes
saw farmers from Tamil Nadu come to Delhi to
get Prime Minister Modi to intervene.The loss of
crops to flood, water-shortage and money crisis
led to suicide by as many as 106 farmer. Farmers
from Thanjavur and Tiruchirappalli began a
protest with skulls, mice and grass clothes as
their props to seek  better support for their
produce and a loan waiver for peasants in Tamil
Nadu.The protest lasted 41 days.

 2017-18: Sugarcane farmers in Uttar Pradesh's
Baghpat region wrote letters to PM Narendra

Modi and Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath last
month, asking to be allowed to commit suicide
after their dues remained unpaid for more than
a year. The Chief Minister met ehm but asked
them to stop growing cane as consumption of
sugar caused diabetes.

 2017: After a glut in chilli production that led to
prices falling, chilli farmers in Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana began burning standing crops in
their fields. The centre had to intervene and
announce procurement of red chilli to offset part
of the losses.

 2018: Farmers in Maharashtra emptied  milk van
onto the road in protest against low prices of
milk. They also prevented goods trucks from
carrying fruit and vegetables to mandis and
made them empty their stock on the sides of the
road. The stir has since ended after the state
government intervened.

CHECKLIST
RECENT FARMER PROTESTS
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YOGENDRA YADAV
President, Swaraj Abhiyan

The last five years have seen the organisation grow at over 300 per cent, making a difference to
the life of students in 55 educational institutions


